
every outing, fundraiser and committee.” . . 

“The major events Kerry has organized or 

joined are:  
Ryan Fun Run 
Ryan Elementary Reading program 
Deaf Expo 
Arizona Disabilities Expo 
Challenge Air 
Kachina Dog Show 
Horses Help Special Needs Lifestyle Expo 
National Academy of Elder and Special 
Needs Law Attorneys Presentation 
Arizona Diamondbacks Service Dog 
Awareness Night 
Phoenix Mercury 50/50 Raffle Night 
Assisted in the New Mexico Enchanted 
Canines Golf Classic 
Volunteer Coordinator / Silent Auction 
Assistant Chair for the Dog Days of Sum-
mer Golf Classic 
Attended and represented the Valley of 
the Sun at each SW Graduation 
 

“Her enthusiasm, positive outlook and unend-

ing dedication to the mission of CCI is present 

in every aspect of her involvement..” 

 

Congratulations Kerry!  We are 

very proud and lucky to have your 

leadership and dedication to CCI 

and our chapter. 

This yearõs winner of the prestig-

ious 2009 Geneva Davis Award 

is our very own Valley of the Sun 

Chapter President, Kerry Saxby.  

The Geneva Davis Volunteer 

Leadership Award was created in 

1999 by the Southwest Region to 

recognize volunteers who have 

gone above and beyond in their 

effort to further the CCI mis-

sion.  Kerry was nominated by 

Valley of the Sun Chapter mem-

bers.   

Kerry is the second Valley of the 

Sun Chapter member to win the 

award. In 2005, Pat Lawson, one 

of the Chapterõs founding mem-

bers, was also honored with this 

prestigious award. 

 

Excerpts from the nomination letter 

praise Kerryõs dedication: 

“Kerry is a five time puppy raiser and has 

been an active member of our chapter by 

serving on all six golf committees, being a 

board member for five years and serving as 

president for the past two years. Under 

Kerry’s guidance, the Valley of the Sun 

Chapter has seen its puppy raiser numbers 

increase by 30%, adding ten new raisers in 

the past two years.  Kerry has organized and 

instituted strategic planning sessions for our 

board increasing public awareness and 

fundraising efforts each year.  In 2009, even 

with the economic conditions  we are on 

target to contribute more than $60,000 “  . .  

“She has served not only as president of the 

chapter, but as an integral part of each and 

   New Year Brings Media Changes 

B U S I N E S S  N A M E 

Pup -E-News 
J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 0  

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

¶ Jan. 16 - Puppy 

Light Rail Out-

ing 10+ mos.  

¶ Jan 19  -  Puppy  

Class Under 10 

mos. 

¶ Jan 26  - Puppy 

Class 10+ mos. 

¶ Feb 2  - Puppy 

Class Under 10 

mos. 

¶ Feb 7 - Turn -in  

Party  

¶ Feb 9  - Puppy 

Class 10+  mos. 

¶ Feb 11 -  Board 

Meeting  

¶  Feb 12   Ryan 

Elementary 

Fun Run 

¶ Feb 16 - Puppy 

Class under 10 

mos. 

¶ Feb 20 - SWR 

Graduation and 

turn -in 

¶ March 6 - 

Puppy Work-

shop 

¶ March 6 - Run 

for Ryan House  

 

Canine Companions for Independence 

Valley of the Sun Volunteer Chapter 

TM  

Kerry Saxby Wins  Geneva Davis Award 

COMING SOON: 

Kerryõs familiar bright smile is 

reflected in her Gina Davis Award  

Meg, raised by Jill Thomp-

son, tired of the partying 

greeting the new year.  

This mini-newsletter is the first in 

a series of changes to the Valley 

of the Sun newsletter and web-

site.  As our chapter has grown 

and matured, so has our need for   

the growth of our media offer-

ings. 

Pup-E-News, the newsletter, will 

have a style update and will   

 

return to a monthly schedule. Addi-

tions to the website are also 

planned. 

The Communications Committee 

needs the help of a photographer, 

artist/graphic designer, and people 

who love to talk about their passion 

for CCI.  Contact Cheryl Goode or 

Stephanie Small if you are interested 

at cci.arizona@gmail.com. 

mailto:cci.arizona@gmail.com


P A G E  2  

Ryan Elementary Prepares Run for CCI 

The End of a Very Busy Year 

Two fun events helped close 

our 2009 event calendar.  

On December 19th the De-

sert Valley Christian Ringers 

treated the public and our 

chapter members to a beau-

tiful Holiday Bell Choir Con-

cert benefitting CCI. 

An  hour and a half of great 

music included a rousing final 

number that featured some of 

our CCI puppies barking in tune!   

During the week before Christ-

mas, The Shops at Gainey Village 

was the site of our gift wrap 

center, Volunteers braved the 

Arizona sun (and rain) to wrap 

holiday packages and raise funds 

for CCI.   

awareness for Canine Com-

panions. 

 

On February 12th all CCI 

raisers and graduates are in-

vited to attend the run and 

greet the students as they 

cross the finish line.  Once 

The students at Ryan Ele-

mentary in Chandler, AZ, 

have been busy selling tee 

shirts for their annual Fun 

Run . 

 

Ryanôs yearly Fun Run 

raises both money and 

the race is over the students 

and teachers are able to pet 

the CCI dogs and ask any 

questions. 

 

If you are interested in at-

tending, please contact Pat 

Lawson for details. 

 

Canine Companions for Canine Companions for Canine Companions for    

Independence® provides Independence® provides Independence® provides    

highlyhighlyhighly---trained assistance dogs trained assistance dogs trained assistance dogs    

for children and adults with for children and adults with for children and adults with    

disabilities, free of charge.disabilities, free of charge.disabilities, free of charge.         

Valley of the Sun Chapter  

2010 Board of Directors  

President:  Kerry Saxby  

Vice President:  Linda Helms 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Rita Aitken 

Community Awareness Co-Chairs: 

     Jill Thompson, Karen Moriarty 

Fund Raising Co-Chairs: 

     Martha Amin, Mary Thompson 

Media Co-Chairs: 

    Cheryl Goode, Stephanie Small 

Puppy Raising Co-Chairs: 

     Michaele Connors, Linda Mosteller,          

Contract Trainer:  Rhonda Faul 

Golf Tournament Chair: 

     Pat Lawson 

Member at Large:  Jerry Mosteller 

For more information, 

visit our website at 

www.cciarizona.org 

Twenty six Valley of the Sun 

Chapter members partici-

pated to make this yearõs gift 

wrapping a great success.   

Thanks to everyone who 

helped with gift wrapping this 

year and to the Shops at 

Gainey Village for letting us 

set up at their mall 

Puppies in Program, Puppy Raisers, Graduate Teams and the Desert 

Valley Christian ringers joined together in grand holiday spirit.  

Happy first birthday to 

Puppy In Program Rockett! 

She is the fourth puppy 

raised by Linda and Mark 

Lohrman.   

New Puppies Arrive in AZ 

Sue Schmitz and Taya  

The Valley of the sun welcomes our three newest additions.  Taya IV, joined 

new puppy raiser, Sue Schmitz, on December 18.  Taya is a yellow lab/golden 

cross puppy.  Welcome Sue and Taya! 

Two golden puppies arrived on January 8.  Comet II, a sweet little boy, came 

to the Vail, AZ home of four time puppy raiser, Kris Inman.  Six time puppy 

raisers Jan Newman and Beth Ellis brought little girl, Cinder II to Phoenix.   

http://www.cciarizona.org

